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in the world, and into this bomb-shattered house some- 
where on the 5th Army front. Here, members of an infantry division dry out their socks at a 
fireplace which escaped damage. The drying socks are a symbol of Christmas past, and of 
Christmas future, too. Left to right: Pvt. Edward Imes of East St. Louis, Ill.; T-5 William 
White of Pontiac, Mich.; Pfc. James B. Glasby of St. Louis, and Pvt. Henry C. McKinney of 


Christmas last night came to all places 
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THE NIGHT BEFORE CHRISTMAS 
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White C brkenenins Is No Dream 


To Men On Sth Army Front 





By Sgt. JACK FOISIE 
Staff Correspondent 

CHRISTMAS EVE WITH THE 5TH ARMY, Dec. 24—It was 
going to be a white and cold Christmas for 5th Army men and 
from all indications the front lines would be no more than the 
usual exchange of artillery and mortar fire. 

It stopped snowing early today on the central sector. Accord- 
ing to official sources, three inches of snow had fallen during the 
last 36 hours, but it was piled high in many places by the wind. 
There was little snow on the western coastal sector. 


Snow had been falling in the¢ 





Apennines for the past two days, 
a fine dry blanket that was 
whipped about by the mountain 
winds. And it was below freezing all 
the time according to the tempera- 
ture gauge at 5th Army headquar- 
ters, with a minimum of 21 at night 
and a daytime average of 25. 

Although the order for Christmas 
was work as usual, most service out- 
fits were panies to knock off for 
their holiday meal at noon and 
church services would occupy most 
of the morning. 

Christmas dinner for most would 
consist of turkey, cranberry sauce, 
mashed potatoes and gravy, f 
or canned vegetables, dessert and 
coffee, with olives, radishes, celery 
and its Italian equivalent, finochi, 
for a garnish. After dinner would 
come nuts, apples, oranges and 
mixed candy with beer or a stronger 
liquid, & man was 
thrifty with his ration or knew an 
Italian named Joe. 

While the long overdue snow was 
covering the battle scars of the 
Apennines, the freezing weather 


was making Highway 65 an 
Tunway and it will the rattle 
of chains rather t ~ the jingling 





(Continued on page 2) 





Greek Civil Strife 
May End This Week 


LONDON, Dec. 24—The Greek 
civil war, after three weeks of 
bloody fighting between ELAS guer- 
rillas and Greek Government and 
British forces, appeared nearing its 
end today. 

In its reply to Lt. Gen. Ronald 
M. Scobie’s recent truce proposals, 





resh |the ELAS Central Committee, while 


insisting on withdrawal of the Gov- 
ernment’s Mountain Brigade and 
arrest, "without exception,” of all 
officers and men of the Nazi- 
formed Rallis Security Battalions, 
agreed to disarmament and 
withdrawal of all ELAS supporters 
from Athens and Piraeus. 

"The supporte: of ELAS in 
Athens and Piraeus will, on a gen- 
eral agreement being reached, cease 
their resistance simultaneously with 


icy |the removal of our remaining units 


from Athens and Piraeus,” the 
ELAS statement said. "We accept 


(Continued on page 8) 


Pope's Talk Lauds 
World Organization 


ROME, Dec. 24—In a Christmas 
message delivered today over a 
worldwide radio network, Pope Pius 
XII hailed the decisions already 
taken toward the formation of a 
new world organization to secure 
the peace. 

"The decisions already published 
by international commissions,” His 
Holiness said, "permit one to con- 
clude that an essential point ina 
any future international arrange- 
ment would be the formation of an 
organ for the maintenance of the 
peace, of an organ invested by com- 
mon consent with supreme power 
and to whose office it would also 
pertain to sm ier in its germinal 








ISHAEF Announces 
Temporary Halting 
Of Nazi Offensive 





The SHAEF announcement, 





Soviets Break Line 
Protecting Budapest 


MOSCOW, Dec. 24 (UP)—German 
forces operating in Hufigary today 
suffered a serious setback when the 
weight of the Russian onslaught 
smashed the Nazi-Hungarian de- 
fense line between Lake Balaton 
and the Danube, obliging the enemy 
to evacuate the important point of 
Szekesfehervar. 

{In an Order of the Day last 
night, Marshal Joseph Stalin an- 
nounced the breakthrough by 
Marshal Fedor Tolbukhin’s 3rd 
Ukrainian Army southwest of 
Budapest in a new offensive, with 
the capture of Szekesfehervar. 

[Soviet troops under Marshal 
Rodion Malinovsky made large 
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forward strides toward Lucenec 
and the Czechoslovak -border, 
gaining up to 12 miles at one 

— and perhaps pocketing a 

arge number of German troops.] 

Th center of gravity of the Rus- 
sian drive is aimed at the zone be- 
tween Lakes Balaton and Valenczei 
in an effort to crush the German 
right flank protecting the western 
approaches to Budapest. 

German reports of the great battle 
give the Russians more than their 
own front reports actually claim. 

German military commentator 





(Continued on page 2) 
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Throngs Of Troops Hear 
Pope In Mass At St. Peter's 





ROME, Dec. 25 — For the first 
time a Pope publicly celebrated 
Christmas Mass in St. Peter’s at 
midnight last night. Pope Pius XII 
set the precedent by celebrating 
low Mass twice early this morning. 
It was estimated that about 50,000 
people, including about 15,000 Al- 
lied soldiers, attended the cere- 
mony. 

Pope Pius’ break with tradition 
was believed to be, in part, an act 
of rejoicing that Rome, the Eternal 
City, had been liberated from Nazi 
rule. Last year Christmas was a 
somber day in Rome. Though the 





Germans lifted the regular 8 PM 
curfew, the churches remained 


closed. The decision that time was 
regarded as a protest. 

In recent years His Holiness has 
marked the advent of Christmas 
Day with private observance and 
prayer. In a period before 1870 the 
Pope celebrated Christmas Mass at 
Santa Maria Maggiore, and before 
that practice began, Christmas 
Mass was sung in the Pope's private 
chapel. 

The regular midnight curfew was 
lifted last night for this city. Al- 
lied military units arranged for 
special accommodations to crans- 
port their personnel to St. Beter’s 
across the Tiber. Outfits located 





SHAEF, Dec. 24 — The German counteroffensive has been 
stopped, at least temporarily, it was announced here today. 


which contained no additional 


details, came as front-line dispatches indicated that the Christmas 
counteroffensive, now in its second week, had taken the Nazis to 
within 27 miles of Namur on the Meuse River and to within 23 
miles of the French city of Sedan. 

Continued fighting was reported northeast of uhe communica- 
+tions center of Marche wheie the 


Germans had stabbed 50 miles 
through the American lines and 
driven deep into Belgium in the 
push for the Meuse. Although the 
highway connecting Marche with 
Hottot, six miles to the north, had 
been cut, both towns last were rc- 
ported still in American hands 

If the German forces are able 
to force their way through to the 
Meuse at Namur, the American 9th 
Army to the north would be con- 
tained between the Germans on 
the south and the Meuse on the 
north in the Venlo sector. 

Meanwhile, to the south of the 
Marche spearhead, German forces 
driving west from Bastogne had 
reached Libramont, six miles to the 
northeast of Neufchateau. Other 
armored. elements moving south- 
west advanced to Mohret, six miles 
beyond Bastogne. Spearheads mov- 
ing to the south were reported to 
have reached the important high- 
way center of Arlon and to have cut 
the Arlon-Luxembourg City road. 

The situation at Bastogne, which 
had been bypassed, remained ob- 
scure. Some reports told of the 
American garrison there being sup- 
plied with food and ammunition by 
air, but at least one dispatch, from 
an American correspondent, said 
that the Germans had occupied the 
town and that the American for- 
ces had surrendered. 

Only on the northern and south- 


(Continued on page 8) 


FDR Hopes This Il 
Be Last War Xmas 


WASHINGTON, Dec. 24—Presi- 
dent Roosevelt, in a radio broad- 
cast featuring the National Com- 
munity Christmas Tree ceremony, 
tonight pledged to the United 
States fighting men around the 
world that the nation will give its 
all to help them make this the last 
Christmas marred by the tragedy 
of war. 

This is the text of the President’s 
message: 

"It is not easy to say "Merry 
Christmas’ to you, my fellow Amer- 
icans, in this time of destructive 
war. Nor can one lightly say 
"Merry Christmas’ tonight to our 
armed forces at their battle sta- 
tions all over the world—or to our 
Allies who fight by their side. 

"Here, at home,gwe will cele- 
brate this Christmas day in our 
traditional American way—because 
the teachings of Christ are funda- 
mental in our lives, and because 
we want our youngest generation 
to grow.up knowing the signifi- 
cance of this tradition, and the 
story of the coming of the Immor- 
tal Prince of Peace and Good Will. 

"But in perhaps every home in 
the United States sad and anxious 
thoughts will be continually with 
the millions of our loved ones who 
are suffering hardships and misery 
and who are risking their very lives 
to preserve for us and for all man- 
kind the fruits of His teachings and 
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New Anti-Nazi Government 
Set Up In Liberated Hungary 





LONDON, Dec. 24 (UP)—Radio Moscow announced last night the formation in Debrecen of a 
Provisional Hungarian Government, which immediately declared a "war of liberation” against Ger- 


many and demanded an armistice with the United Nations. 


Reuter’s said that the president of the new Hungarian Provisional National* Assembly was 
Professor Bela Szelini of the Miskolc Legal Academy. Two deputy presidents, one an eminent 
member of the reformed church, were elected. A Roman Catholic priest was delegate from the 


city of Szeged. 
¥ Radio Moscow, broadcasting a dispatch of Tass Soviet news 


agency said that the new govern- 


Germans Using New 
Kind Of Mata Haris 


LONDON, Dec. %# (UP)— 
lish German women 


» re- 
ports received today from the area 
near the ist Army 





ment was constituted by 230+ 
delegates elected from towns and 
villages in the areas liberated 
from the Germans, representing all 
political parties, trade and profes- 
sional unions, peasant associations 
and town and village authorities as 






Nazi Advance In Belgium (__ 
Recalls Scenes Of 1940)Anglo-French Treaty 











well as other social organizations. 

The delegates, according to the 
Tass dispatch met on Dec. 21 at the 
Reformation College, where the 
Hungarian patriot Kossuth in 1849 
proclaimed Hungary’s independ- 
ence. 


BRUSSELS, Dec. 24—Fleeing from devastated homes left in 
the wake of Field Marshal-Gerd von Rundstedt’s "death or glory” 
westward lunge, thousands of Belgian refugees are again moving PARIS 
over the bleak, shelterless country to areas behind the great battle|/eion Office was 
now raging on the western front. 

But there is a big difference from the days of 1940, when the 





Branding Ferenc Szalasi, puppet 

remier, as a usurper and declaring 
that Hungary has no parliament, 
the Debrecen Assembly demanded 
an armistice with the United Na- 
tions and outlined its program, 
which is headlined by agrarian re- 
forms. These reforms are also the 
keynote of the Moscow-supported 
Lublin Committee of Polish Na- 
tional Liberation, which is expected 
soon to be proclaimed as Provisional 
Government of Poland. 

Radio Moscow, quoting the Tass 
version of the Provisional Hungar- 
ian Government’s appeal, said: "The 
Provisional National Assembly de- 
clared that it has the sovereignty of 
the country and takes over the af- 
fairs of the country. 

"We shall form,” the appeal added, 
"a Provisional Government in order 
to have the new central power based 
on the will of the people. Our posi- 
tion is difficult, but we believe in 
the rebirth of Hungary and want 
to see an independent Hungary.” 

The appeal of the Assembly fur- 
ther said: "We therefore declare 
the war of liberation against the 
Germans and again call our people 
to arms, to follow the steps of Kos- 
suth in this struggle of liberation 


against Germany. 

"We want national unity. We want 
a democratic country. Hungary 
must be the nation of the Hungar- 
fan le. We tee to the 
} ep wide political reforms, so 

ey can take in deciding the 
problems affecting the fate of the 


many hundred thousand Hungarian 
poomens. The Provisional] Assembly, 

the name of the nation, orders 
you to turn your arms against the 
Germans and to join the side of the 
Red Army.” 




















































Pope's Talk Lauds 





(Continued from page 1) 


lective aggression. 


ment with greater joy than he who 
has long upheld the principle that 
the idea of war as an apt and 
appropriate means of solving in- 
+ ace conflicts 1s now out of 
ate.” 

The Pope declared this genera- 
tion, more than any other in his- 
tory, was obliged to heed the call, 
"War on war.” This generation has 
passed, he said, "through an ocean 
of blood and tears in a form per- 
haps never experienced in past 
ages.” 

CALLS FOR IMPROVEMENTS 


The Pope called on the democra- 
tic peoples of the world and on their 
statesmen to eliminate "the struc- 
tural defects and shortcomings of 
former systems” for preserving 
peace. 

He went on, "One understands 
why the authority of such a society 
must be real and effective over the 
member states, in such wise, how- 
ever, that each of them retains an 
equal right to its own sovereignty. 
Only thus will the spirit of sane 
democracy be able to pervade the 
vast and thorny ground of foreign 
relations.” 

Speaking of the punishment of 
war criminals, the Pope said: 

"No one certainly thinks of dis- 
arming justice in its relations to 
those who have exploited the war 
situation in order to commit real 
and proved crimes against the com- 
mon law, and for whom supposed 
military necessity could at most 


© s 
Killinas By SS Men 
In Italy Town Told 
have offered a pretext, but never a 
saa cat justification. But if justice pre- 


sumed to judge and punish not 
2¢~German SS troops, murdered|merel Inaividuais ‘but ven. whole 
55 men, women and children of this} not a> th - ch a ~ + 4 > 
Italian village, five miles south of] lation of tne gh nay — "sulée 
Ravenna, on Nov. 24, it was re-jevery human trial?” 
ported today by Lt. H. N. Acker of} The Pope _ rejoiced over the 
Toronto, Canada, a signals officer awakening of the people of the 
of the Canadian Ist Division. 


world to the value of democracy. 
The SS troops marched into the He defined the democratic state as 
village — a cluster of about 12 


one where "the individual himself, 
who, so far from being the object 

houses—on Nov. 24, in reprisal for 

Patriot action in the sector. Ac- 


and, as it were, a merely passive 
element in social life, is, in fact, 
cording to survivors of the massa-|and must be and continue to be its 
cre, ow seized what villagers were} Subject, its foundation and its end.” 
around at the moment and divided 
them into two groups. One they RIGHTS OF CITIZENS 
took to a stable where they were| , The rights of the citizen in a 
machine. gunned to death. The|@@mocracy, the Pope said, are "to 
other group was locked in a small|€*Press his own views on the duties 
hut, which was then riddled with|®"4 Sacrifices that are imposed on 
bullets. One woman escaped death|im; not to be compelled to obey 
when the bodies of others fell on| Without being heard.” The holders 
her 4 oe, | A said, oom "a 
Amen _|group of select men, spiritually em- 
yoar-aae = wee pA inent and of strong character, who 
well as six relatives of one villager.|5@l! look upon themselves as the 
Paolo Guatieri, whose mother. fa-|"cPresentatives of the entire people 
ther, wife and three children were|*24 not the mandatories of a mob, 


whose interests are often unfortun- 
= the SS, according to Lt.lately made to prevail over the true 


needs of the common good.” 





story of Christmas proclaims the 
inviolable dignity of man with a 
vigor and authority that cannot be 
ainsaid.” : 


g 
The Pope ended his message by 
thanking all the states, govern- 


Nazis Who4mnersonated 
Americans Shot To Death 


SHEAF, Dec. 24—Three Gérman 
spies, part of a group trained to 
impersonate Americans so as to 
sabotage communications, were shot 
by a firing squad yesterday follow- 
-~ a conviction by a military 
court, 

The spies, an officer cadet and 
two non-commissioned officers, were 
wearing American uniforms when 
they were captured and were armed 


connection, he said: 

"In the first place it is but just 
to record the immense work of 
assistance achieved, in spite of the 
extraordinary difficulties of trans- 
port. by the United States of 
America and, with segard to Italy 
in particular. by his Excellency, the 
mpl representative of the 


The Pope recalled that "the holy te 


fic. There is no panic and no repe- 


up operations. 


in the newly-invaded regions, as- 


under German domination. 
But for the women, children and 
old people seeking safety today, this 
is a bitter mid-winter trek. Trans- 
port for civilian purposes has almost 
ceased to exist. The Allies have 
given a certain amount of transport 
for the movement of refugees, but 
the vast majority are moving west- 
ward in horse and dog carts, bar- 
rows, broken-down cars and lorries 
and on foot. 
But against this tide of pitiful 
humanity, on the other side of the 
road, the Allies are rushing vast 
amounts of men and materials to 
stem the Nazi thrust. 
According to a United Press cor- 
respondent, who witnessed the 1940 
mass flight, many people living in 
the areas which are today being 
overrun by the Germans, have de- 
cided to stay put. They realize that 
this can only be a temporary break- 
through. 
Other families, however, terrified 
at the idea of spending even another 
day under the hated German dom- 
ination, piled wives, children and 
on horse-drawn trucks or auto- 
mobiles and took to the roads, mill- 
ing away through a maze of military 
transport. ‘ 
Most Belgians headed for Brus- 
sels, believing that the capital is the 
safest place, UP reported, and the 
arrival of scattered groups of refu- 
gees gave the people of the capital 
quite a shock. 
According to Reuter’s, the Belgian 
Underground Army is again in ac- 
tion, although a late dispatch said 
that the Allied authorities had re- 
quested that no civilians join the 
fighting at the front at present, 
since that might hamper Allied 
movements. 


Naval Vessels Support 
Allied Troops In Italy 


ADVANCED ALLIED FORCE 
HEADQUARTERS, Dec. 24—Ameri- 
can and French naval craft are 
continuing to support the right 
flank of the Allied ground forces 
near the Franco-Italian frontier 
it was reported here today. 
Successful bombardments have 
been carried out against enemy bat- 
teries and troop concentrations as 
well as upon motor transport, a 
railway station and bridges. 

During the past 11 days, the U. S. 
destroyers Hughes, Niblack and 
Woolsey were all in action, together 
with the French cruiser Jeanne 
D’Arc and the French destroyer 
L’Alcyon. 

The French patrol vessel Cime- 
rre sank 2 human torpedo off 
Ville Franche, while another was 
tossed upon the beach nearby. 





Sentenced, Escapes 


LONDON, Dec. 24 — The Nazi 
news agency, Transocean, today 


court at Bratislava. The announce- 


been one of the leaders of the re- 


+Germans raced through the Ar-| formal 
dennes on what they expected 
to be a world conquering sweep. 
This time, there is a two-way traf- cluded in 


announced that Ferdinand Katlos.|planes, tanks and trucks, has been 
former Slovak Minister of Defense |confiscated and will be operated by 
has been “sentenced to death by|the French Government, Paris radio 
shooting” by the Nazi ‘military|reported. 


ment added, however, that the Slo-|four-hour meeting of 
vak official, who was said to havelcabinet. Paris radio added that a 








, Dec. 24—The French For- 


svatinn tition of th tacles of 1940, when | Ported 
World Organization ta: « thgsvsetscis of oto, wnen ar the same time it was disclosed 


"No one could hfil this develop- |suring them that they would not be/ent situation is considered satisfac- 


"elected and gy 
Polish nation” be 
by France as the legal government 
of Poland. 
Last night’s actions followed 
General de Gaulle’s recent declara- 
tions in the Consultative Assembly 
that "France cannot conceive of 
postwar security without an alliance 
with Great Britain.” 


London Friday with one set of 
French proposals. Authoritative 
quarters here believe that these 
proposals are to be drafted in the 
near future on lines similar to the 
Franco-Soviet pact. 

The French, the same authorities 
stated, would like to see an Anglo- 
French treaty which would include 
Article 3 of the Russian Pact. 
provision leaves both es to the 
agreement the widest ‘possibilities 
of joint action to anticipate future 
come aggression rather than wait 
or it. 

Special importance is attached to 
the prospective Anglo-French 
agreement with regard to the policy 
in the Middle East. A lack of 
coordination was noted in British 
and French policy in colonial areas 
in the past. 

An agreement between France 
and Great Britain, it was hoped by 
neutral nations, would iron out 
several touchy problems such as 
the divergence of opinion on Spain 
and the Arab.question. 


Atrocity. Report Gives 
Details Of Murder Camp 


MOSCOW, Dec. 24 (UP) — The 
State Atrocity Commission pub- 
lished today a report of the inves- 
tigation on the Lwow monster con- 
centration camp where the Germans 
were charged with torturing and 
murdering 700,000 persons, the ma- 
jority Russians, Poles and Czechs 
but also Dutch, Italians, British and 
Americans. 

The report, based on an examina- 
tion of the bodies, captured German 
documents and the testimony of 
escaped prisoners, included a con- 
siderable number of names of Po- 
lish intellectuals. 

The report said that in addition 
to the well-known methods of as- 
phyxiation, cremation and machine 
gunning, the Germans devised a 
new ordeal by ice. In midwinter the 
prisoner would be strip an 
bound in a barrel filled with water 
and left there until death took place 
by freezing. 


Renault Plant To Be Run 
By French 6 Government 


PARIS, Dec. 24—The Renault 
works, which built motorcars, 


This was decided tonight at a 
the French 


“decision must be sought in the 











perso: 
with American weapons. President,” Myron C. Taylor. 


cent anti-Nazi rebellion, had es- 
caped to Soviet territory. 


attitude of Louis Renault,” Reuter’s 
reported. 








Under Way In Paris si 




























Japanese Trapped 
In Ormoc Corridor 
Cut Down By Yanks 


WASHINGTON, Dec. 24—Anni- 





_[hilation of the Japanese troops 


in the Ormoc corridor on 
Leyte Island in the Philippines was 
announced today by General Doug- 
las MacArthur. 

These troops were pocketed when 
the 77th Division moved north after 
taking Ormoc, while the Ist Cavalry 
came south down the corridor. 


e were 


Men of the llth Airborne Divi- 
sion, Reuter’s said, did the mopping 
+ A of the trapped enemy. This was 


The communique also announced 
that American heavy bombers 
caught the Japanese napping at 
Manila in a surprise raid on Clark 
Field, the enemy’s major air center 
north of the city. They destroyed 
or damaged 100 Japanese planes on 
the ground and left the dispersal 
and taxi areas in smoke and flames. 

On Mindoro Island, the Yanks 


Prime Minister Hubert Pierlot, in|to the Russian plan for cession of |RUShed inland without opposition. 


a broadcast to the Belgian people |Pome 
‘state any threat of isolated or col-|last night, sent a message to those|+ 1.6, Russia and Poland. However, 


Another enemy attempt attack 
Allied shipping at the beachhead 
was beaten off and five Jap planes 
shot down. s 

On Panay Island in the Visayan 


the islands bypassed by the Mindoro 

invasion—Filipino Patriots were re- 
rted to have captured Capiz, most 
portant town. 


WASHINGTON, Dec. 24—Ameri- 


Islands early 
today, the War Department an- 
nounced. The Bonins are approxi- 


kyo. 
It was the second attack this 
month by B-29s. Other raids have 





Collaboration List 


Drawn Up In Paris 


PARIS, Dec. 24—A long list of 
crimes has been formally drawn up 
by the French Ministry of Justice 
to deal with collaborationists. This 
list, first of its kind, divided sus- 
pects into the following groups: 

Those who took up arms against 
the FFI or Allied forces; those who 
had contact with the enemy for 
military purposes; those who gave 
the enemy materiel or military in- 
stallations; 

Those who exerted pressure on 
others to enlist in the German 
Army; those who betrayed military 
secrets or gave away information 
useful to the enemy; those who 
helped to demoralize the French 
Army and nation; 

Those who maintained relations 
with the enemy and all who traded 
with him; those who provided the 
Germans with labor or raw ma- 
terial for their war industry, and 
those who delivered to the enemy 
the country’s eronomic resources. 








WHITE CHRISTMAS 


(Continued from page 1) 








of sleigh bells that will resound this 
Christmas Eve. 

Christmas Eve night will come 
shortly after 4 PM here in the 
mountains and most GIs will spend 
it in their puptent-shacks or if 


djthey’re lucky enough before a fire- 


place in an Italian farmhouse or 
roadside building. If anyone intends 
to hang 1~ his sock in hop: ‘at 
Saint Nick comes along he will, 
whether empty or full, find it 
frozen stiff tn the morning. 


mostly about home in the "good 
old days” long, 'ong ago. 





Losses Named 


WASHINGTON, Dec. 24 (ANS)— 
Two American warships which were 
lost off Leyte in the Philippines re- 


236 the number of naval losses since 
the war started, was announced by 
General Douglas MacArthur. 
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Against the realistic background of industrial Rochester, N. Y., 


DESIGN IN THE GENESEE 






> SA 


winter has woven a surrealistic 


pattern on the Genesee River, frozen during the recent cold wave in the East. The river is cov- 


ered with swirls of snow and ice. The city, itself, lies und 


er a blanket of powder. 





Hold On To That, Fellows, 
It May Be Atlantic Charter 


WASHINGTON, Dec. 24 (ANS) — The whereabouts of the 
original of the document which came to be known as "The At- 
lantic Charter,” was a lively topic in the Navy Department, 
the Smithsonian Institution and the British Admiralty in Lon- 


don. 
Today a search of the Navy records failed to disclose the 
identity of radiomen aboard. the cruiser Augusta who trans- 
mitted the Atlantic Charter from scribbled notes. The Navy 
said that any of a considerable+ 
number:of radiomen normally 
assigned to a ship that size 
could have handled the notes 
which President Roosevelt has said 
never were placed in formal style 
during his historic meeting at sea 
with Prime Minister Churchill. 

In London British Admiralty of- 
ficials dug into theit secret files 
today to determine whether three 
British wireless operators who 
transmitted the Atlantic Charter 
memoranda from the battleship 
Prince of Wales were living or dead. 
The battleship was sunk by Japa- 
nese planes off Malaya December 
10, 1941. 

Beside President Roosevelt, 
Prime Minister Churchill, their 
aides and a handful of high-ranking 
Naval intelligence officers the 
wireless operators were the only 
persons to see the actual series of 
memoranda signed the two 
leaders and known as the Atlantic 
Charter. 

Even if the Admiralty finds three 
British operators who survived the 
sink the Prince of Wales their 
identities must. remain secret, a 
spokesman said. The Admiralty 
sought to determinc first whether 
the operators were of the regular 
complement of the battleship or 
were among the Prime Minister’s 
own radio personnel. 

A British naval source said that 
if there was a copy of the charter 
memoranda. it would be marked 
"most secret,” and only Churchill 
could release it. 

Officials of the Smithsonian In- 
Stitution in Washington disclosed 
they had displayed a "copy” of the 
Atlantic Charter, but insisted it 
was known to be a copy and was 
never presented as the original 
document, Alexander Wetmore, In- 
stitution Director declared. 


Chicago Trib Publisher 
McCormick Takes Bride 


CHICAGO, Dec. 24 (ANS)—Mrs. 
Maryland Mathison Hooper of Chi- 
cago and Col. Robert R. McCormick,jbe issued in a few days requiring 
editor and publisher of the Chicago}cotton yarn producers to deliver 
Tribune, were married yesterday at|their output to manufacturers of 
the home of Chancey McCormick,|cotton duck for tents. 
cousin of the bridegroom. 
an” —_ — was aes ously expanded oy ammunition 

enry Hooper, Presiden program already taking a plage 
th: Lake Shore Fuel Co. of Chicago.jon the urgent list along with heavy 











Butchers Call Off 
Threatened Strike 




























NEW YORK, Dec. 24 (ANS)— 
New York City’s 10,000 butcher 
shops were pledged today to join 
with Mayor F. H. LaGuardia and 
representatives of meat packers 
to wipe out the black market in 
meat and at the same time per- 
suade Federal agencies to relieve 
shortages. 

The butchers called off their 
threatened strike, scheduled to 
start Tuesday, in favor of La- 
Guardia’s plan to force action 
from Federal control agencies. 





Factory Schedules 
Lifted To New Top 


WASHINGTON, Dec. 24 (ANS)— 
The War Production Board has al- 
ready revised its schedules upwards 
because of the situation on the 
western front, Chairman J. A. Krug 
commented today. 

_Plans call for 78,000 planes next 
year and the greatest volume in 
terms of weight since Pearl Harbor. 
Significant increases are scheduled 
in Super Fortresses and Army and 
Navy fighters. 

Krug reported "very favorable 

rogress” in meeting critical mili- 

ry programs, including big guns 
and shells and heavy trucks and 
tires. He listed the following de- 
velopments on the production front: 

1. Tire producers have been asked 
to report by January 2 how much 
each can absorb of the desired miili- 
tary tire increase of 6,000,000 tires 
a@ year. New plant facilities ap- 
parently will have to be built as 
part of the tire expansion pro- 


gram. 
2. "A rather drastic order” will 


3. Brass for the Army’s enorm-/jgalaxy 21 years ago. A 


Secretary Stettinius 
Holds ‘Pep Meeting’ 


WASHINGTON, Dec. 24 (ANS)— 
Secretary of State Stettinius scored 
another first yesterday—the rally 
of State Department employees to 
meet his new top aides and hear a 
pep talk. 

Department workers’ trooped 
down to Constitution Hall where 
they were seated to music from the 
Marine band. 

Addressing everyone as members 
of his team Stettinius charged diplo- 
mats and secretaries alike to take 
up where the armed forces leave 
off and "wage peace as we wage 
war.” 

It was the first time that the 
entire State Department staff of 
2,500 employees had been brought 
together. Stettinius presented to 
them the five men who, he said, 
were "second to none I know in 
character, ability and integrity.” 
They are: Under Secretary Joseph 
Grew, and Assistant Secretaries Nel- 
son Rockefeller, Will L. Clayton, 
James C. Dunn and Archibald Mac- 
Leish. 

"Every day we are fighting battles 
for peace every bit as important as 
battles of war,” Stettinius said in 
his pep talk reminiscent of the col- 
lege campus, the Associated Press 
commented. After the showing of 
an off-the-record motion picture, 
the crowd stood for the playing of 
the national anthem, then hurried 
out to a delayed lunch. 











| One Man’s Glamor 


Will Puzzle Another 


NEW YORK, Dec. 24 (ANS) 
—Queen Elizabeth of England, 
Mrs. Winston Churchill and 
dancer Ann Miller were among 
the newccmers to artists’ and 
sculptors’ lists of the world’s ten 
most glamorcus women in the 
1944 selections announced today. 
Others, some of whom like 
Congresswoman Clare Boothe 
Luce and Mrs. Harry Hopkins 
appeared on the 1943 list, are: 
Mme. Chiang Kai-shek, Metro- 
politan opera star Lily Pons; 
radio singer Vivian Della Chi- 
esa; Mrs. Eduardo Willasenor, 
wife of the president of the 
Bank of Mexico, and Mrs. Gard- 
ner Cowles, Jr., wife of the Des 


Moines, Iowa, newspaper pub- 
lisher. 
Mrs. Harrison Williams, the 


Duchess of Kent and Mrs. Getu- 
lion Vargas, wife of the Presi- 
dent of Brazil, were among the 
women selected last year and 
cmitted from the 1944 list. 








Board Urges Drop 
In Farm Population 


WASHINGTON, Dec. 24 (ANS) 
—The Federal Reserve Board de- 
clared in a report today that the 
serious problem of rural poverty 
must be solved through a "decline 
in farm population.” Pointing to 
the fact that 50 percent of all farm 
families receive only 18 percent of 
the aggregate farm income, the 
Board stated that low income fam- 
ilies must have “larger farms in 
order to make use of new tech- 
niques of farming.” 

Veterans’ Administration offic- 
ials pondered how this would af- 
fect veterans who are hoping to 
come back and "settle down on a 
little farm.” The facts presented 
by the Federal Reserve Board 
show that though "the net income 
of farm operators has increased 
162 percent above the prewar pe- 
riod, 10 percent of all farm op- 


erators receive less than 130 dollars 


per family per year.” 

"Agriculture as a whole has been 
more prosperous during the war 
period than ever before, but the 
high level of farm income has not 
solved the problem of rural pov- 
erty. Very low cash incomes of 
at least half of all the farm op- 
erators are due to the fact that 
these farms produce only small 
quantities of products for sale. 

"This condition is associated 
with the scarcity of land and capi- 
tal resources in relation to family 
labor available.” 


Charles D. Gibson Dies; 
Noted For Girl Drawings 


CINCINNATI, Ohio, Dec. 24 — 
Charles Dana Gibson, creator of the 
"Gibson girl” — pinup girl of the 
ca, here today at the age 
of 77. 

His wife, who survives him, is the 
eldest daughter of Dabney Long- 
horne of Virginia. She is a sister of 
Lady Astor, on whom Gibson based 
his drawings of the type of beauty 
which became famous as the "’Gib- 
son girl.” 





HOLLYWOOD, Dec. 24 (ANS)— 
He had fat 5 >wls and wide eyes that 
gave him a bewildered look and an 
odd little mannerism with his hands 
that spelled helplessness, They add- 
ed up to the funny human charac- 
ter for which the movies once paid 
Harry Langdon 7,500 dollars a week. 
He died Friday, a few months past 
60 years, from a cerebral hemor- 
rhage. 

He started in two-reelers and 
ended in them. Between, he had 
great successes and failures and 
the tribulations that come with 
marriages and divorces and too 
much money. 

Harry’s best pictures’ were, 
”Tramp, Tramp, Tramp,” with Joan 
Crawford as his leading lady, and 
"The Strong h-an,” both made in 
1926, and "Long Pants” in 1927. 

Harry was a vaudeville headliner 
when he joined the Mack Sennett 
“on assigned 
to Harry to gag his films was Frank 
Capra. When Langdon got a new 
contract he hired Capra as director. 
Then Harry decided he didn’t need 





McCormick’s first wife, Irwin | she uns, trucks and other vital 
McCormick died 1939. ore rials. 





a director. All he wanted, he said. 





Langdon Once Fans’ Idol 
In Moonfaced Comic Role 


was someone to watch for "ocular 
errors.” 

Capra, now a colonel in the Army 
Signal Corps, went up the ladder 
as director and Langdon went down 
because he made the usually fatal 
mistake of trying to direct himself. 

Langdon never became bitter 
when his money was gone and he 
was earning 22 dollars a week some 
weeks, as he testified in one alimony 
suit. 

Four wives divorced him. His 
fifth wife divorced him, too, but 
they were remarried after a few 
months in 1938. This wife and 
their daughter, Virginia, survive, 
together with his son, Harry Jr., 
now nine, child of his third wife. 
Helen. 

The moonfaced fellow who started 
acting in Council Bluffs, Iowa, when 
he was 12 had many talents. He 
could play any musical instrument 
by ear. He was a ventriloquist. He 
was a cartoonist, so good, friends 
say, that William Randolph Hearst 
offered him 3,000 dollars a week 
to draw a daily strip. Harry was too 
successful and too busy, he said, to 
draw cartoons. 


Releases Ordered 
For Browne, Bioff, 
| Labor Racketeers 


NEW YORK, Dec. 24 (ANS)- 
William "Willie” Bioff and George 
E. Browne, who, as convicted labor 
racketeers, aided in the prosecution 
of men they said were associates in 
a million-dollar shakedown of the 
film industry, were ordered released 
from the Sandstone, Minn., prison. 

Federal Judge John C. Knox, 
granting the unopposed apriicr 1, 
placed the two men on probation 
for five years. Browne, 50, former 
president of the powerful Interna- 
tional Alliance of Theatrical Stage 
Emr'oyees, AFL, and Bioff, 44, his 
personal representative, have served 
three years of eight and ten-year 
senterces respectively. Each has 
paid a 20,000 dollar fine. 

In ordering the release, the court 
commented that Browne and Bioff, 
in testifying against seven men 
charged with conspiring to extort 
1,000,000 dollars from major film 
companies, "had really aided the 
Government with their testimony 
and there might not lk-vé been 
convictions without that testimony.” 

Federal authorities said it would 
take time to have a written release 
order served on the prison warden, 
and therefore the two would be 
released by New Yea.’s Day, not 
Christmas. The defense counsel 
said that while in Sandstone, 
Browne had been in charge of 
issuing prison clothin, and at 
Bioff, once the recipient of personal 
favors from motion picture mag- 
nates, had been in charge of shining 
the prison garbage cans. 

They were convicted in November, 
1941, on a three-count indictment 
harging them with extorting 550,000 
dollars from four film companies 
on a threat to call out ou strike 
35,000 mechanical craftsmen, there- 
by crippling the industry. Both men 
testified freely, however, at the trial 
a year ago of Louis Vampagna, 
Philip Dandrea, Francis Maritote, 
Charles Gios and Paul de Lucia, all 
of Chicago; John Roselli of Los 
Angeles and Chicago, anc Louis 
Kaufman, business agent of the 
Newark, N. J., local of the IATSE. 


Sam Goldwyn Group 
Boosted Demo Cash 


SACRAMENTO, Calif., Dec. 24 
(ANS)—More than one-third of the 
total state Democratic campaign 
expenditures of 137,000 dollars came 
from the Samuel Goldwyn-Southern 
California Committee For Roose- 
velt, including substantial receivts 
from Hollywood notables, the 
United Press reported today. 

Stars, producers and others of 
the film colony also contributed to 
the Republican war chest of one 
million dollars. Reports filed with 
Secretary of State Frank M. Jordan 
showed screen contributors to the 
GOP fund were headed by Edward 
Arnold and Cecil B. DeMille, but 
Republican committees did not spe- 
cify the total received from the film 
colony, nor the amounts of the con- 
tributions. 

Cinema figures who helped de- 
fray the Goldwyn committee ex~ 
penses of 51,000 dollars included Jo- 
seph Schenck and Mrs. Darryl 
Zanuck. 3,000 dollars each, and 
H. M. Warner and Walter Wanger. 
2,000 each. 

Democratic contributors of 1,000 
dollars each included Fanny Brice, 
James Cagney, Mervyn Leroy, Spen- 
cer Tracy, Jack Benny and J. L. 
Warner. 

In the 500-dollar bracket were: 
Paulette Goddard, John Garfield, 
Jean Hersholt and Edward G. Rob- 
inson. Contributors of 250 dollars 
included: Dinah Shore, George Jes- 
sel, Al Jolson, Ernst Lubitsch, Sophie 
Tucker and Constance Bennett. 

Zeppo and Groucho Marx gave 
100 dollars each as did Ida Lupino 
and Hugh Herbert. 

Donors to the Republican State 
Cenfral Committee included Wil- 
liam Bendix, Ginger Rogers, Bing 
Crosby, Hedda Hopper, Edward Ev- 
erett Horton, Adoloh Menjou, Ray 
Millend, Victor Moore, Frank and 
Ralph Morgan, Walter Pidgeon, Hal 
Roach, Jr., David O. Selznick, Ran- 
dolph Scott, Penny Singleton, Ann 
Sothern, John Charles Thomas and 
King W. Vidor. 


Still Shines 


WASHINGTON, Dec. 24 (ANS) 
Moonshiners are more active, the 
Alcohol Tax Unit of the Bureau of 
Internal Revenue said today. In- 
vestigators have seized one mil- 
lion gallons of mash in the last 
five months, most of it in the 
southern mountains. 
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THE FIRST CHRISTMAS 


And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of 
the city of Nazareth, into Judaea, unto the city 
of David, which is Bethlehem; (because he was 
of the house and lineage of David:) 

To be taxed with Mary, his espoused wife, be- 
ing great with child. 

And so it was that, while they were there, the 
days were accomplished that she should be de- 
livered. 

And she brought forth her first-born son, and 
wrapped Him in swaddling clothes, and laid Him 
in a manger, because there was no room for them 
in the inn. 

And there were in the same country shepherds 
abiding in the field, keeping watch over their flock 
by night. 

And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, 
and the glory of the Lord shone round about them: 
and they were sore afraid. 

And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for 
behold, | bring you good tidings of great joy, 
which shall be to all people. 

For unto you is born this day in the city of David 
a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. 

And this shall be a sign unto you:. Ye shall 
find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying 
’ in a monger. 

And suddenly there was with the angel a mul- 
titude of the heavenly host praising God, and say- 
ing: 

Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, 
good will toward men. 

And it came to pass, as the angels were gone 

away from them into heaven, the shepherds said 
i] one to another, Let us now go even unto Bethle- 
hem, and see this thing which is come to pass, 
which the Lord hath made known to us. 

And they came with haste, and found Mary, 
and Joseph, and the babe lying in a manger. 


—St. Luke 


l<- MAIL CALL-- 


ea ° ticle of Pvt. H. Taubman, published 
Pp r Santa Claus: in the Dec. 4 issue of your news- 


Dear Editor: aper. It is the song of valiant Ital- 

Before I tell you what I want for ¢ rescue in the pl 1918. 
Christmas, I should tell you all the | which accelerated the end of the 
naughty things I've done in the/rirst world War and the victory of 
Past year. Allied nations. 

1 have not been going to bed) This song is very dear also to 
early every night and sometimes} many hearts of American veterans, 
I've stayed up all night. (In fact.!pecause at that time. as today. 
I haven’t slept in a bed no more/there were glorious American le- 
than tour or five nights in the tast/gions fighting in Italy, with our 
year!) Army and English and French units, 

i did not keep clean all the time |against the traditional enemy of 
two weeks. song replaces other unlamented 

{'ve walked around in mud, many }®"thems not "for the time being,” 
times rolled in it, dug holes in the A Ey of the article sald. 
Gioush was tating. I taow trot “Dott. Raffaello Prato 
is wrong because then I’ve got my ee, 
elothes all muddy and wet and 
that is not the way to take care of 
my belongings. 

i griped when I read in a maga- 





























5A Association 


Dear Editor: 
Approximately 1 year ago troops 


zine the following: "A New York/or the 5th Army were invited to| And 


bo ene 4 pM BL hd become members of the 5th Army 
orders for V-day flags, before the |4SSociation. Many of us have long 
war ended.” since received our attractive mem- 
Al) these things are wrong, Ii}bership cards, but know very little 

know and it iooks as though I’m|about the "Association”. 
not ve | to get what I want for! If the ’Association” is functioning 
Chris . in any way at all we would like to 
otis ‘ a = to rs anery find out in what way so that we 
; paper ¢ too, as members, can take an active 

ple back in the States are taking | 44+ in its program e 
Ere cigarette ease like true It would seem to me that an or- 
| a tg a be you - make me zanization of the type that the 
Ant mas morning. name implies can do a multitude 
want is oodles ae wey of good in many ways—not only in 
beads and some string. think | -ementing a greater understanding. 
stringing beads ts great fun—don't | »rotherhood and friendship among 
you? Thank vou ~anta. members of ovr ranks but to create 
—Pvt. James Doucette, Int [a bond of friendship among all the 


— troops of a,l — a 
rm . any rate. we would apprecia 
Song Of Piave tinding out the purpose of the 


Dear Editor: Association”. what its objectives 
The “Song of Piave” is not an}2%€ and how we members fit into 


ola nymn wh! ‘ *he Picture. 
y which was a tavorite o1 —Pvt. Arthur U. Skop 





Puptent 
Poets 


Christmas Song For 
Virginia 

I sing this in the hour of the false 
star, 

Wandering on the plane of night 

At the far edge of a year, 

Listening for the heart beat of 
Christmas. 

The days bend slowly, 

Drawing me like a white magnet, 

But the vortex of memory 

Colors spin in my sonnet. 

Bright, selfish joys of another year 

Christmas without meaning, with- 
out your presence— 








i 





not here. 

(Though distant as man measures 
distance.) 

My song is smiled upon by the 


Gods— 
The false star fades. 
—Pvt. James L. Framo, Jr. 


The Infantry’s 


Christmas Tree 


The shining lichts that flicker 
In my Christmas tree 

Are really stars a-twinkling 
Where the parted branches 

Let a bit of far-off heavens 
Through to me. 


The pretty darts that hurtle 

By my Christmas tree 

Are red-hot lead a-streaming 
"Long the timbered pathways 
Where the deadly tracers threaten 
Death to me 

The glistening snow that blankets 
My green Christmas tree, 

In beauty so bedazzling, 

Is the cleanest, whitest— 

But where I’m lying—the coldest 
There could be. 





The antlered deer that pauses 
Near my Christmas tree 

In open fear is trembling, 

And his restless movement 

Is a study in directions 

He may flee. 


Yes, numbers up in thousands 
Have a Christmas tree, 

But carols we're a-singing 

Here on lofty mountains 

End in deadly echoes somewhere 
Out at sea. 


The western Alps are greener 

For the Christmas tree 

And stately they’re a-towering 

Up in the Apennines, 

But there are no lighted candles 
That we see. 

May loving ones in homelands 
Have a Christmas tree, 

And everyone a-praying, 

The ear of God attain 

When they in their little churches 
Bend the knee. 

For under shrapnel-tinseled 
Wildwood Christmas tree 

All little men a-preaching, 

floors they stand upon, 

Fade in what God's greater stature 
Grows to be. 


—_—- 


Season’s Greetings 
"Opus To My Drajt Board—!”’ 


Know ali men by these presents 

That a jury of your peers 

Awards you greetings pleasant 

As the Christmas season nears. 

You put us where we are today, 

We tender you our thanks. 

A — games we've learned to 

play— 

Like hide-and-seek with tanks. 

And blind-man's-buff with hand 

grenades 

And hop-scotch with a mine, 

Plus many dandy dress parades 

We've had behind the line. 

So ene. Draft Board buddies 
who 


Have filled our lives with cheer. 
This festive verse we share with 
u— 


Ring hollowly now because you're | 


} |din of gunfire and bombs. But men 


turned home from overseas were 


reac: in 
—Pvt. Edward Swint|Christmas dinner. In the States it 
the troops will spend Christmas at 


and Mrs. Roosevelt held their an- 
House employes yesterday. The 
bearing his D-Day prayer, which 
was read to the world last June 6. 


time, with imitation snow, white 
streamers and white’ lights. White 


between —e columns and a spray 


UP FRONT... By Mauldin 
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“Papa, 1 think we have been liberated.” - 


World Tries To Forget 
War's Horrors For Day 


again the Christmas stories and 
realize the spirit of Christmas is 
something we can carry in our 
hearts no matter how many anxie- 
ties and sorrows we have.” 

On the western front a heavy 
snowfall guaranteed a white Christ- 
mas today, though it was doubtful 
if the hard-pressed troops would 
enjoy it. Enough turkeys had ar- 
rived in France for all the Ameri- 
cans, but for most of the men in 
the lines canned rations were in 
prospect. 

Some of the Yanks who only a 
few days ago were slogging through 
the bloody turmoil of war on the 
western front, and in Italy and 
elsewhere, arrived in Jerusalem 

esterday to celebrate Christ’s 

irthday. 


SCENE OF NATIVITY 
They went by plane directly from 











Against the bleak background of 
war, the world set itself to observe 
today—Christmas, 1944—the birth- 
day of the Prince of Peace. Over 
much of the world the ringing of 
bells and the singing of carols could 
only briefly be heard above the 




































of goodwill found occasion, none- 
theless, to give expression to their 
speerenne for the meaning of the 
ay. : 
Though in the front lines and 
thereabouts, the same miserable 
sonditions prevailed as always, and 
the atmosphere of death and de- 
struction was an uninspiring one for 
Christmas time, the War Depart- 
ment and the folks at home did 
everything in their power to carry 
the customs and the spirit of the 
day to every American soldier. 
Unless actually pinned down by 
yunfire, American servicemen were 
to have a turkey dinner with all|the scene of the world’s greatest 
the fixings, and those under gun-jconflict to the site of history's 
fire were to have one, if possible,jgreatest miracle. The day before 
when they were relieved. they heard the guns of war, today 
Even in the far tropics, the Navy they will hear the hymns of re- 
air transport had flown Christmas |Joicing. 


Ss i , - There were not as many of them 
s e } 1 Shri 
trees at high priority to bring som f i 


‘ previous years—about 600 this time. 
a donely island! Most of the khaki-clad pilgrims 


compl were plain soldiers, a few were 
ae , &. Ae %, — officers. Guides were taking them 


today to Bethlehem and through 
tae B.... a. ke the cool highroofed Church of the 
Arctic dog team, the desert camel, Nativity, where a bright metal star 
the parachute, the duck and the inlaid in rock marks the manger. 
weasel—in p Santa Claus.| In London, a huge decorated 
The latest count showed that about |Christmas tree stands at the pil- 
50,000,000 presents had been sentjlared entrance to centuries-old 
to servicemen overseas. 4 a Paul’s cathedral. Last —_ 
SANTA CLAUS COUNTRY a Soma Se Usre 


Up in the treeless Aleutians the 
Army’s Alaska De t shipped 


spruce trees 

to barren outposts. In the Philip- 

ines turkeys went up to the —. 

ng men on the backs of water - 
faloes. 

Hundreds of soidiers recently re- 


Many English families were shar- 
ing their holiday rations with 
Americans far from home. In Bir- 
mingham alone more than 500 
Americans were be'ng entertained 
in private homes. 

A Reuter’s correspondent painted 
a rather gloomy picture of the 
Christmas observance in Paris, 
where the le, he said, were 
under strict ra ing and traffic 
tieups were keeping them off the 
streets. 

In Rome, where the Christmas 
Eve Mass was the highlight, Allied 
generosity brought some happiness 
despite the miseries of war. The 
War Refugee Committee, with the 
help of the Government and Papal 
and Allied authorities, distributed 
12,000 packages to the children of 
war refugees. The Pope gave 2 
thousand children’s overcoats and 
suits and several thousand chocolate 

. American sailors gave chil- 
dren heavy clothing. 

Even in Moscow, where the Rus- 
sian Christmas as celebrated bY 
orthodox believers according to the 
old calendar, falls on January 10. 
(Christmas Eve) the President wasjenergetic Muscovites, taking home 
going to read Dickens’ Christmas|fir trees to set up for their New 
Sarol aloud as is his custom. Mrs.} Year celebration, were giving a VeTy 
velt said she knew many peo-|Christmassy atmosphere to the 
snow-cove -d streets. 


was estimated that 25 percent of 


home on leave. 
At the nation’s capital, President 


nual Christmas parties for White 
President’s gift to each was a scroll 


For C as, the 
East Room tree is a simple one this 


House decorations, the same as in 
previous years, include two wreaths 
ot mistletoe ging from the big 
light in the lobb 


After the family dinner last night 











Garibaidi’s men during the Risor- 
gimento as I am only today read- Perhaps oth Army’s PRO would 
ing. by chance. in an estimable ar-'like to answer this one.—iditor. 


yo 
But wish, of course—that you were jole would have heavy hearts, but 
here! —Cpl. W. S. Westcott'she added, "All of us can read 





—Sgt. JOE BAILY 
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..-AndA Merry Christmas To You, Too 


Alexander Foresees 
Victory In Sight 


ALLIED FORCE HEADQUARTERS — Field Marshal Sir 
Harold R. L. G. Alexander, Supreme Allied Commander, Medi- 
terranean, has sent the following Christmas message to all the 
troops in this theater: 


This is the sixth Christmas of the war and many of us 
have not spent it with our families since 1938—1 haven't. 
But let us not mind thot—let us rather look with pride and 
satisfaction on what we have accomplished over the past 
years. Every Christmas has found our armies in a stronger 
winning position, anc’ this one of 1944 sees final victory now 
within sight. 

So let us remernber the real message of this Christmas 
Day—a message of new hope for everyone—of confidence 
in the future and the hope of a speédy return to our families 
and friends at home, with whom all our thoughts must be 
at this time. 

A happy Christmas to you all, wherever you may be— 
and the best of luck in the New Year. . 








General McNarney 


ALLIED FORCE HEADQUARTERS—The following is the 
Christmas message from Lt. Gen. Joseph T. McNarney, Deputy 
Supreme Allied Commander, Mediterranean, to all the troops 
in this theater: 


To those of you who are fighting the common enemy 
in rain, snow and mud, to the sailors on the high seas, and 
to those of you who are carrying the fight to the enemy in 
the air, this Christmas may not be a merry one. But the 
true spirit of Christmas on this day cannot be killed. It will 
always prevail in our hearts no matter where we are. To- 
day you Allied soldiers are making it possible for your loved 
ones and all men of good will to enjoy to the fullest the 
Christmas h8lidays of the future in a world of nations at 
peace with one another. And it is in this spirit of Christ- 
mas that | send to you, who are spending this day on for- 
eign soil, a Soldier's Christmas Greeting. The best of luck 
and early victory. 





General Clark 


FIFTEENTH ARMY GROUP HEADQUARTERS—Lt. Gen. 
Mark W. Clark, Commander of the Allied Armies in Italy, 
has addressed the following Christmas message to all troops 
of the 15th Army Group: 


On assuming command of the 15th Army Group, | wish 
to send greetings to all ranks in the Command and to ex- 
press my pleasure and pride in having the opportunity to 
command such splendid battle-proven troops in this all-im- 
portant Italian campaign. | assume my new duties with 
firm confidence that, with increasingly disastrous effect on 
the German, this combination of the 5th and 8th Armies 
will continue its successful and relentless progress in the 
destruction of enemy troops and equipment. 

We of the 15th Army Group are commemorating our 
second Christmas in Italy. Despite our unavoidable regret 
that circumstances of the war prevent us from participating 
in Christmas with our families and friends at home, we de- 
rive assurance and fortitude from the knowledge that our 
struggles and hardships are borne on their behalf as well 
as our own. 
to make, the real spirit of Christmas, which we all treasure, 
might have gone down under the attack of an enemy who 
has deliberately attempted to destroy Christianity and all 
it stands for. 

| extend to all members of the 15th Army Group heart- 
felt Christmas greetings and join with them in the sincere 
hope that with God's help, our efforts in the new year will 
bring a joyous and victorious Christmas in 1945. 





General Truscott 


WITH THE 5TH ARMY—The following is Lt. Gen. Lucian 
K. Truscott’s Christmas message to the officers and men of 
the 5th Army. It is his first proclamation since assuming his 
present command: 


| am particularly pleased that my first greeting to you 
should come at the time of the year when people through- 
out the Christian world are drawn together closest in the 
spirit of the season. 

| have known the 5th Army since its beginning and am 
familiar with its great achievements. 1! am proud of my 








Christmas At The Front — 































(Drawing by Sgt. Stanley Meltzoff) 





tion of which | had been so long a part, and have followed 
all of its operations since with close personal interest. 

| am honored to be returning as its commander and 
feel that | am coming back to friends and comrades with 
whom | have broad common interests and whose problems 
| understand. It is as a friend as well as commander that 
| extend to you my sincere good wishes at this Christmas 
time. 

Unfortunately the conditions of war have separated us 
from homes and loved ones and have once again denied us 
the blessings of being with them at this season of traditional 
family reunion. The forces that have compelled our pres- 
ence here, those which have challenged the world and 
engulfed it in unprecedented struggle, must be destroyed 
and eradicated so that with the end of the fighting there 
will remain no shadow to cloud any future Christmas. 

| hope that each and everyone of you here in Italy 
will have the best possible Christmas under the circum- 
stances in which you find yourselves and | pledge you that 
| will do all in my power to lead you to the future successes 
in this theater which can contribute so much to the final 
Allied victory with which will come happy, lasting reunions 
and the restoration of an enduring peace in the hearts and 
minds of all mankind. 





Without fhe sacrifices which we are called uponiGeneral Eaker 


MAAF HEADQUARTERS—The following Christmas mess- 
age is from Lt. Gen. Ira C. Eaker, Commanding General, 
Mediterranean Allied Air Forces: 


In the spirit of this 1944 season—not without goodness, 
but rich in a feeling of worthwhile achievement and promise 
for the future—I! wish you all a Merry Christmas. 

May it be a day of good work toward the better Christ- 
mases we all envisage. And may it be a day of good cheer 
in the thought of those millions of people who this year, for 
the first time in six years, can honor Christmas fully. 





General Brown 


ROME—Brig. Gen. Thoburn K. Brown, Commander of the 
Rome Area, yesterday congratulated military and _ civilian 
personnel in his charge for the manner in which they have 
conducted affairs here. The statement reads: 


Your loyalty and efficiency in the conduct of affairs in 
this Command come to my mind as | take this opportunity 
to wish you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

The cooperative spirit of all ranks and all nationalities 


former service with it from the beach at Salerno to beyond which compose the staff sets a new standard for the opera- 


the fall of Rome. 1! left it for a time to participate in the 
operations in southern France but when 4. went off | car- 


tion of an integrated headquarters. 


My thanks are added to my salutations. May the New 





There'll Be Music 
On Fighting Front 


By A Staff Correspondent 

WITH THE 88TH DIVISION, Dec. 
24—-Men of the 88th Division, spend- 
ing their first Christmas overseas 
up in the line, will have Christmas 
music up in their foxholes tomorrow. 

Capt. Francis J. Pryor III of North 
Platte, Neb., a chaplain had mem- 
bers of the artillery choir record 
favorite carols. A truck carrying a 
personal address system will play 
them back throughout Christmas 
Day in the forward areas. 

Meanwhile, Capt. Pryor will be 
visiting hospitalized artillerymen 
and distributing packages. 

For many infantrymen Christmas 
already is over. One battalion of a 
regiment held its Christmas party 
in rest before returning to the line. 

Three rties were planned by 
Maj. Wallace M. Hale of Ke 
Texas, Division chaplain. Tonig 
children living near the rear CP 
will be guests at one celebration. 
Other entertainments are to be held 
at the forward CP and Division 
Ordnance, with Red Cross girls dis- 
tributing doughnuts. Capt. John A. 
McGonagle of Birmingham, Ala., 
will hold midnight mass at a Medi- 
cal Clearing Station while divisional 


tr are to hear a mid- 
night mass by Chaplain Floyd J. 
Marleau of Malone, New York. 


Other services are planned through- 
out the division. 


Xmas In North aly Not 
Much Fun, Nazis Admit 


ROME, Dec. 24—The German 
Transocean news agency last night 
presented this gloomy picture of 
Christmas in German - occupied 
northern Italy: 

"Heating material, coal and wood, 
are lacking. [t will probably be the 
coldest Christmas Italy ever had. 

"Although it is prohibited to listen 
to foreign broadcasts in northern 
Italy, this does not apply to the 
Vatican Radio. Churches are not 
decorated as usual, since flowers 
from the Riviera are lacking. There 
are also fewer cribs in churches, 
because people lack time for decor- 
ating altars. Christmas candles and 
> Se have become very scarce. 
A , which two years ago cost 








ried with me a feeling of deep attachment for the organiza-! Year bring us victory and each of you success. 
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15 lire, is now sold for 150 lire.” 
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It's Noncoms’ War, 
Not Generals’, Says 
Canadian Army Vet 


SOMEWHERE IN HOLLAND, 
Dec. 24 (UP)—A tall greying gen- 
eral, with close cropped mustache, 
who hates war, said to correspond- 
ents today that it had not changed 
much in the past 30 years but that 
"the last war was a generals’ war, 
whereas this war 1s a sergeants’ 


one.” 
Lt. Gen. Henry Duncan Graham 








GREETINGS FROM THE GIRLS 


Crerar, Commander in Chief of the 
Canadian ist Army, who started 
in the last war as a subaltern, told 
the United Press today that a good 
deal more thinking is done by ju- 
nior officers and men in this war 
than in the last. 

"The Flanders mud has not 
changed much and the poppies are 
still of the same color, the rain is 
still as cold and wet and even the 
*poor bloody infantry’ is still of the 
same breed,” said General Crerar, 
who helped to plan the technique 
of "D” day assault landings. 


BRASS HATS RULED 

"The last war was _ plotted, 
lanned and controlled from very 
h up, objectives and advances 
were mostly ited in scope,” Gen- 
eral Crerar explained "whereas this 
war is far more in the hands of 
unior officers executing individual 
tiative on the spot. The fact is 
that there is a good deal more think- 
ing done by individual junior of- 
ficers and men in this war than the 


er to cap’ 
objective a couple of thousand yards 
away.” 

"In this war we brief our men in 
giving them a picture, not only of 
what is expec from them of their 
particular platoon, but of wider 
scheme. enables the troops to 
use their own initiative at tical 
moments because they fully realize 
the importance of taking every ob- 
jective specified, regardless of who 
is assigned to the job, in order to 
complete the general scheme.” 

He then said: "The general’s job 
consisted mainly in looking very far 
ahead at a wide scope. You see, with 
us it is not just the case of being 
one jump ahead but several jumps 
ahead, it is rather like keeping 
your eye on hurdle towards the end 
of a race-course.” 


IF I WERE YOUNG 


When asked if he preferred the 
responsibilities of the present job or 
would rather return to the last war 


status, General Crerar hesitated and| 


then said: "Oh well, if I could have 
my counts back, but you see, now 
I am 56 and could never stand liv- 
ing in mud as I did in the old days.” 

Referring to his feelings under 
fire, he said: "Frankly, only very 
rare birds like being unde. fire. It 
boils down to this: usually when 
under fire your mind wanders on 
other things, and when an indi- 
vidual feels that he is doing < —~ 
which is more important than 
own feelings, his instinct of self 
preservation is shoved into the back- 
ground.” 

As:.ed whether he hoped to follow 
a military career and whether he 
enjoyed wars, General Crerar gently 
shook his head and said: "No, I 
Cc ‘ike wars just as much as a doc- 
tor dislikes disease, bt like a doctor 
I am interested in competing with 


it. 

He said that he had always been 
interested in military affairs and 
that when the war started in 1914 he 
joined up and has been soldiering 
ever since. 


Okays Pact 


PARIS, Dec. 24—The French-So- 
viet pact was ratified yesterday by 
the French cabinet. The move fol- 
lowed by only a few hours the 
unanimous vote of approval by the 


i 





Add to the greetings at Christmas these smiles from two pert 
Polish ATS drivers on the 8th Army front, engaged in aiding 
the Polish II Corps push the Germans north. 





Rep. Luce Leaves Colleagues 
To Make One-Woman Tour 





By A Staff 

LUCE WITH THE 5TH ARMY, 
Dec. 24—The pun is obvious but 
Rep. Clare Boothe Luce (R., Conn.) 
is on the loose again. 
While her 15 colleagues on the 
House Military Affairs Committee 
completed their Italy tour in time 
to be home by Christmas, Mrs. Luce, 
beautiful blonde wife of the Time, 
Life and Fortune publisher, re- 
mained behind for a closer inspec- 
tion of, among other things—the 
5th Army front. 
Her schedule appeared to be as 
full as the House body’s tour a 
week ago, but this one would take 
the 41-year-old Congresswoman 
nearer to the front lines, for today 
she was to visit a front-line ar- 
mored infantry battalion head- 
quarters. 

She will also have more contact 
with enlisted men than before. Yes- 
terday she ate chow in a GI mess 
at a rest center. She also inspected 
a shower unit. 
Mrs. Luce returned to Florence 
last night and was scheduled to 
drop in on parties at the 1st Ar- 
mored Division officers’ club and 
later at a transportation officers’ 
club. 
Today she was ‘o lunch with Lt. 
Gen. Lucian K. Truscott, the 5th 
Army commander and then visit 
a front-line division, an infantry 
battalion CP, and on her way back 
she was to stop at the 94th Evacu- 
ation Hospital to attend a Christ- 
mas program. She will stay over- 
night at the 5th Army CP. 
Tomorrow she is scheduled to at- 
tend Christmas Day services at 
Army headquarters, visit another 
division and a forward field artil- 
lery battalion headquarters, lunch 
probably at II Corps and then re- 


Sentence Of 20 Years 
Each For Two Generals 


ROME, Dec. 24—Lt. Gens. Ettore 
del Tetto and Riccardo Pentimalli 
were convicted today on the charge 
of having failed to defend Naples 
against the Germans in September, 
1943, They were sentenced to 20 
years of prison each by the High 
Court of Justice. 

They were found guilty of the 
charge that they had abandoned 
their commands. But they were 
not found guilty of treason or col- 
laboration with the enemy. 

When the verdict was read, they 
looked relieved and embraced their 











Consultative Assembly. 


Correspondent 

turn to Florence, leaving the follow- 
— day for an unannounced destin- 
ation. 


WASHINGTON, Dec. 24 (ANS) — 
Clare Boothe Luce got stranded 
in a fog in Italy, colleagues con- 
fided today, and that’s why she 
missed the plane back from Europe, 
the Associated Press reported. 

Earlier reports that an earache 
detained the Connecticut Repre- 
sentative were erroneous, said mem- 
bers of the House Military Com- 
mittee. 

Mrs. Luce, her colleagues ex- 
plained, left the main group at 
Rome to make a one-woman in- 
spection of the 12th Air Force 
headquarters, quite a distance away. 
The main group flew to the Adriatic 
coast and Mrs. Luce was to have 
rejoined it at Naples. However, 
heavy fog blocked her plans to fly 
to Naples. As there was no other 
way for her to meet the main 
group in time, the rest of the com- 
mittee left without her. 


Heavy Toll Chalked 
On Enemy Transport 


MAAF HEADQUARTERS, Dec. 
24—With weather keeping air ac- 
tivity down to a minimum yes- 
terday, Tactical Air Force fight- 
ers and fighter-bombers again 
concentrated their attacks on Po 
Valley communications. 

Planes of the 22nd Tactical. Air 
Command took a heavy toll of 
enemy road and rail rolling stock 
during the day and continued to 
choke German rail lines by cut- 
ting tracks over a wide area. 

A formation of Thunderbomb- 
ers strafed and bombed the Milan- 
Bresso airfield, destroying 14 
grounded enemy planes and dam- 
aging another. 

Three JU-87 Stuka dive-bomb- 
ers were shot down and another 
damaged by Beaufighters over 
northern Italy during the night 
of Dec. 22-23. Two were shot down 








destroyed 20 miles north of Cre- 





313th Knows I taly’s 
Mud And Mountains 


WITH THE 5TH ARMY, Dec. 24—The road to Dublin may 
have been a rocky one, as the saying goes, but the road that 
the 313th Combat Engineer Battalion has traveled in Italy has 
been mountainous, muddy and dangerous, and on top of that— 
they’ve built part of the road themselves. 

As an organic part of the 88th Infantry Division of the 5th 
Army, the. 313th has turned mule. paths and trails into "main 
supply routes” in supporting the 88th’s infantrymen in their 

part of the 5th Army’s drive 
through the Gustav Line, the 








and one damaged by an RAF craftjin the wallet when you receive it, 
over Bologna, while the other was/just in case.” 


Radio Gives 
Yank Singer 
Perfect Gift 


By Pvt. MEL DIAMOND 
Staff Correspondent 

ROME, Dec. 24—A T-5 by the 
name of Bill Wahlert, who is at- 
tached to the 46th Special Service 
Company, received the "best Christ- 
mas present of his life” last night 
when he sang "Silent Night” to the 
entire Allied world vic the magic 
medium of radio. 
Probably r..ore important to Bill 
than ha himself heard in all 
the farflung out 
was the thrill of knowing that his 
wife in New York City and his Mom 
and Dad in St. Louis, Mo., also were 
listening to him. 
The whole thing, according to 
Bill, happened very quickly and un- 
expectedly yesterday morning when 
he received a call from the Psycho- 
logical Warfare Bureau here in 
Rome and was asked to report at 
their office immediately. 
He was told a singer was needed 
for the ’"Truth and Consequences” 


mas show, broadcasting from Radio 
City studios in New York City. 

Rehearsals started in the after- 
noon at Radio Roma. A script, sup- 
plied by the writers of the program 
and featuring three pages of dia- 
logue between Bill and Ralph Ed- 
wards, the program’s MC, explained 
that the 34-year-old singer was 
being ‘used as an intermediary of 
exchange for Christmas greetings 
between the soldiers in this theater 
and Americans all over the world, 

Last night all was in readiness 
for the big moment. From some 
5,000 miles away Bill was asked a 
question by Edwards, who kiddingly 
asked him to muff the question be- 
cause they had a swell consequence 
for him. Bill held out for the con- 
sequence. 

"Okay,” said Edwards, "here it 











Hitler Line, the capture of 
Rome, and the smashing of the 
formidable Gothic Line. 

Battle indoctrination for part 
of the 313th came in February and 
March in the Cassino and Garig- 
liano River areas, after the battal- 
ion’s arrival in Italy from North 
Africa, where it had been training 
since December. Road maintenance, 
mine removal and the building of 
three Bailey bridges and a foot 
bridge kept them busy until the 
5th Army’s swift offensive jumped 
off on May 11. 

CLEAR THE WAY 
Closely supporting the infantry- 
men as they battled their way into 
Rome, the 313th cleared mines, re- 
paired demolitions, and built 
bridges, airstrips and roads. To aid 
the doughfeet in flanking the For- 
mia c , the men of the 313th, 
under Maj. Jerrold D. Snow of 
Tahlequah, Okla., built a two-mile 


,| trail over virgin ground and steep 


hills in nine hours. 

Four more times in the lightning 
drive of the 5th to Rome the 313th 
carved supply routes out of Italian 
terrain to keep rations and am- 
munition moving to the hard-driv- 
ing 88th Division. 

Rome behind them, the men of 
the 313th neutralized treacherous 
minefields, underwent heavy enemy 
shelling and kept vital supply lanes 
open as the 5th Army’s "Blue 
Devils” of the 88th wrote the names 
of Pomerance, Montecatini, San 
Miniato and the Arno River into 
their battle records. 

In the 5th Army’#@ drive through 
the Gothic Line, a mule path from 
Collinacia toa point across the 
Santerno River hadn’t worried the 
Germans much—they thought no 
large force could be supplied over 
such a rugged trail. But the 313th, 
in bad weather and under heavy 
enemy fire, blasted and dug the 
Frena Trail. 

FIND A WAY OUT 

Late in September, the rain- 
swollen Santerno River washed out 
the sole road link to hard-fighting 
infantrymen on Mt. Battaglia and 
near Castel Del ‘Rio. Two com- 
panies of the 313th, in high wind 
and rain, and under enemy shell- 
fire, strung a line across the gorge 
and got vitally needed food, medical 
supplies and ammunition to the 


is. We have a mike set up in the stranded fighters. 


tower of St. Thomas’ (famous Epis- 
copalian church in New York City) 
which will pick up the chimes as 


The next day one company put 
an assatilt boat ferry into operation, 
swelling the volume of supplies and 


they play ’Silent Night.’ Your con- makin: 
g possible the evacuation of 
sequence Js to sing along with the seriously wounded infantrymen. The 


chimes.” . 


313th’s grea’ work at the Santerno 


Wearing a headset to hear the| came to an end 24 hours later, when 


tune and also to permit him to 


a supporting engineer unit com- 


properly synchronize his voice with | pieted a bridge across the stream. 


it, Bill got off on the right beat. 


Reactivated July 15, 1942, at Camp 


Another swell feature of the show|Gruber, Okla., with a cadre from 


for Bill was 


Edwards’ announce-/the 9th Infantry Division, the 


ment that a wallet containing 100 Louis- 
dollars was waiting for him in New — A. , 2, oe 
York, only "no one here knows what|for overseas in December, 1943. 


to do with it.” 
"Send the money to my wif 


»| The 313th has been commanded 
since March, 1943 by Lt. Col. Sal- 


e, 
said Bill, “and send me the wallet.”| yatore A. Armogida of Canton, 
"Okay,” answered Edv-ards, ’we’ll| Ohio. 


do that tonight. Only take a look 


A professional singer, Wahlert re- 


Later 


NEW YORK, Dec. 24 (ANS)— 


mona by a 12th AAF plane, piloted/cently sang seven concerts with the 
by ist Lt. Albert L. Jones of Se-|Naples Symphony Orchestra at the 
attle, Wash. - San Carlo Opera Iiouse in Naples 
Three Allied aircraft were re-jand trained an all-Negro choir, 
ported missing from  approxi-|from an MP battalion, to join him 
mately 600 sorties flown by MAAFlin a rendition of "Ballad For 





relatives. 


yesterday. Amer vans.” 






















HER NAME & WILLOW 


—CAME IN ON AN AIR COMMANDO 
CORKIN'S 


(Courtesy Chi. Trib.-New York News 
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By CANIFF 


MEANWHILE —ON ANOTHER PARTOF THE FIELD... 








~~ B0T ALL HE WANTED 
WAS TO ASK ABOUT A 
COUSIN OF HIS WHO 
HAD BEEN CAUGHT 
IN OCCUPIED BURMA 
AS I WAS...0R 15 

THAT ALLZ WHAT DO 





















ks WELL TERRY! PUT YOUR 
“ fey 5 DOWN AND SET ot 













*How to keep warm in a snowbank” 
was to be demonstrated in a camp 
training course of the Cayuga 
County Boy Scout Council. The 
course was postponed—because of 
a snowstorm. 


RADIO PROGRAM | 


AMERICAN EXPEDITIONARY 


STATION ROME 
695 K 432 M 


Monday, December 25 
HIGHLIGHTS 


6:30—Reveille Roundup—News 
10:00—Everybody’s Music 
11:30—The Quintones 
11:45—Personal Album 
12:30—News 

1:00—Shining Hour 
1:30—Horace Heidt 

2:10—Latin American Rhythms 
2:45—Melody Rouadup 
5:30—California Melodies 
6:00—News—World of Song 
6:30—Mildred Bailey 
7:00—News 

8:00—Special Xmas Command 



























Sma n est AO ohh 


pew Oo ad 


-_~ 











1944 


may 
that 


at— 


. 5th 
hain 
heir 
lrive 

the 
| of 
the 


part 

and 
arig- 
ttal- 
forth 
ning 
ince, 
g of 


the 
aped 


itry- 


| aid 


ee 
Pp 


e 
of 





‘Bowl bound Tulsa University foot- 
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Vols, Trojans Hold 
Rose Bowl Workouts 


PASADENA, Calif., Dec. 24 
(ANS)—John , coach of the 
Tennessee football team which 
meets Southern California here in 
the Rose Bowl on New Year’s Day, 
has cancelled all sightseeing and 
movie studio trips for his athletes 
until a couple of days before the 
game and, meanwhile, they’ll con- 
centrate on the business of getting 
ready to wallop the Trojans. 

"The boys have lots of ground to 
make up before we start travelling,” 
Barnhill said. 

He looked over his 38-man squad, 
all in good shape except end Roy 
Cross, whose early season arm frac- 
ture is still knitting, and announced 
the following tentative line-up for 
the big game: 

Ends, Buddy Pike and Charlie 
Wildman; tackles, Bo Stewart and 
Russ Dobelstein; guards, Bob Do- 
belstein and E. J. Asbury; center, 
Russ Morrow; quarterback, captain 
Bill Bevis; halfbacks, Buster Steph- 
ens and Casey Stephenson, and full- 
back, Mark Major. 

The Trojans also worked out both 
physically and mentally. After a 
skull session stressing defense, the 
Southern California squad had a 
one-hour workout with George 
Murphy, second string quarterback, 
tossing passes just for insurance 
against any mishap to Jim Hardy. 


Tulsa Mentor Rumored 
As Snavely’s Successor 


ITHACA, N. Y., Dec, 24 (ANS)— 
Henry Frnka, coach of the Orange 





ball team, is rumored the likely 
successor to Carl Snavely, former 
Cornell coach who signed this week 
to coach at North Carolina Univer- 
sity. Cornell authorities have been 
negotiating with Frnka ever since 
Snavely made known his desire to 
return to the Tarheels. 

Like Snavely, Frnka is a single 
wing disciple and has had marked 
Success with the Golden Hurri- 
canes, who are headed for their 
third bow]. game in the last five 
years. the stars Frnka de- 
veloped at Tulsa are Glenn Dobbs 
and Clyde LeForce. 


Bucs’ Training Site 
PITTSBURGH, Pa. Dec. &% 


(ANS)—The P" utes announced to- 
day that they'll t ‘aeir third 


NICK SUSOEFF 
Second Air Force End 


GEORGE STROHMEYER 
lowa Pre-Flight Center 





All-America Still In Spotlight 





but if he’s any kind of a sports 
fan, he has heard of Bill Dud- 
Tey, Joe Stydahar, Len Eshmont 
or Otto Graham. 

All of these boys were named to 
the Service team, which included 
seven Navy men and four players 
from Army Air Force elevens. Five 
of the team formerly played pro 
ball—Dudley, Eshmont, Stydahar, 
John Woudenberg and Russ Letlow. 
Three—Eshmont, Garrard Ramsey 
and Jack Russell—were members 
of the 1943 Service All-America. 

Here’s a brief picture of each 
man: 

BACK — Lt. Leonard Eshmont, 
Norman Naval Air Base, 1943 All- 
Service back with Del Monte Pre- 
Flight; played with Fordham and 
the New York Giants. Len was in 
every Zoomer game, scored four 
touchdowns, passed to three others 
and punted magnificently. 
BACK—Lt. William Dudley, 1941 
All-America at the University of 
Virginia when he led the nation’s 
ground gainers and set an all-time 
collegiate scoring record; All-Pro 
star with Pittsburgh in 1942 when 
he led the league in yardage gained. 
Bill added to his offensive records 
by great passing, carrying and 
punting while directing Randolph 
Field’s eleven. 

BACK — Sgt. Charles Trippi, 
3rd Air Force, former Georgia 
teammate of Frankie Sinkwich. 
Charley averaged more than 40 
yards from the line of scrimmage 
on punts, got off several kicks of 
more than 80 yards, scored seven 
touchdowns, passed for 13 more, 
had at least one 30-yard run against 
all opponents, gained over 200 yards 
on interceptions and laterals. 
BACK—A-C Otto Graham, North 
Carolina Pre-Flight, 1943 All- 
America at Northwestern -Univer- 
sity. Otto played every backfield 
position and was tagged by rival 
coaches as the greatest defensive 
back they’ve seen. His pass inter- 
ceptions won at pones pee _- 
END—Sgt. ac. ussell, 
Randolph Field, 1943 All-Service 
wingman while playing with Black- 
land; rated top defensive end in 
Southwest at Baylor for three years. 





Straight Spring at Muncie, Ind. 


By the Associated Press 


NEW YORK, Dec. 24—Announcement by the Associated Press 
last week of the 1944 Service All-America team probably meant 
a lot more to men overseas than the dozens of college All-Ameri- 
cas which have been cropping up in print for the past month. 
Chances are that the average GI in Europe or the Pacific never 
heard of most of the collegians,+ 





sure-fire pass catcher and a great 
runner on end-arounds. 

LEFT TACKLE—Lt. (j. g.) Jo- 
seph Stydahar, Fleet City NTS, two 
years with the Chicago Bears after 
playing with West Virginia Univer- 
sity. The heaviest man on the team 
at 260 pounds, Joe uses his weight 
to great advantage at all times. 

LEFT GUARD—Garrard Ramsey, 
Sp (A) lc, Bainbridge, 1942 All- 
America witheWilliam and Mary, 
1943 All-Service guard. A _ sure 
blocker and a hard tackler, Ramsey 
is adept at knifing through the 
opposition’s line and slashing down 
a ball-carrier. 

CENTER — A-C George Stroh- 
meyer, Iowa Pre-Flight, former 
Texas A and M pivot man. A bril- 
liant line-backer, George also has 
quite a rep for blocking punts. 

RIGHT GUARD — Russell Let- 
low, CSP, Camp Peary, an expert 
lineman because of many years ex- 
perience at the University of San 
Francisco and with the Green Bay 
Packers. Russ, his team’s field cap- 
tain, is a 60-minute player, a sure 
tackler and a powerhouse with his 
230 pounds in running interference. 

RIGHT TACKLE — Ens. John 
Woudenberg, St. Mary’s Pre-Flight, 
Colorado College graduate, two- 
year man with the Pittsburgh Steel- 
ers, a stalwart in the line and a 
terrific tackler. 

RIGHT END — 2nd Lt. Nick 
Susoeff, 2nd Air Force, played 
four years with Washington State, 
a corking pass receiver, and a tough 
man to keep out of the opposition’s 
backfield. 

The line averages 219 pounds, the 
backfield 185, and every man is a 
triple threater. 


Easterners Train 
SAN FRANCISCO, Calif., Dec. 24 
(ANS) — Bernie Bierman and 
George Hauser of Minnesota and) 
Andy Kerr of Colgate sent a 23-man 


Eastern i >tball squad throvgh a 
workout here today, almost im- 
mediately after the ‘ .m got off 


the train. They will continue train. 
ing for the East-West Shrine game 
on New Year’s >-y untii two days 


End 


“OTTO GRAHAM-—Back 
No. Carolina Pre-Flight 


GARRARD RAMSEY 
Bainbridge Guard 





Football Greats On Service Spaghetti Bowl Has 


Fanfare Of U. S. Tilts 


SOMEWHERE IN ITALY, Dec. 24 
—It became increasingly obvious to- 
day that the unprecedented Spag- 
hetti Bowl football classic on New 
Year’s Day between the 5th Army 
and 12th AAF all-GI teams will 
lack none of the spectacular color 
and excitement of other Bowl games 
being played at the same time in 
stadiums all over the U. S. 

In an effort to insure the proper 
high tension spirit and atmosphere 
characteristic of championship foot- 
ball tilts, a special Spaghetti Bowl 
Committee, made up of personnel 
from Special Service Sections of 
both the 5th Army and 12th AAF, 
has arranged for thrilling enter- 
ee to augment the game it- 
self. 

Some of these expected highlights 
are: 

Two 56-piece bands, one to rep- 
resent each team. Presentation at 
the half of luscious Peggy Jean, 
champion U. S. baton twirler cur- 
rently in the theater with a USO 
show. Songs by Ella Logan, now 
touring the 5th Army front, over 
the PA system. Between quarters, 
entertainment will be provided by 
another USO unit composed of 
Danny James, Bob Andrews, Neal 
Patterson, Don Wright and Johnny 
Gill, who will give out with college 
songs. 

As a_ special treat. speaking 
briefly at the half will be Leo the 
Lip Durocher, manager of Brooklyn 
Dodgers; Joe "Ducky” Medwick, 
New York Giants outfielder; Nick 
Etten, Yankee first sacker and Tom 
Meany, well known New York 
sports writer. 

The game is scheduled to get 
under way at 1:30 PM, with all 
seats free. 





Radio Singer Threatens 
To Sue Irish, Garden 


NEW YORK, N. Y., Dec. 24 (ANS) 
—Eddie Marshall, radio singer, said 
today he was going to sue Ned Irish, 
acting president of Madison Square 
Garden and the private police who 
patrol the Garden. 

Marshall alleged that Irish or- 
dered the police to eject him hatless 
and coatless from the Garden dur- 
ing a basketball doubleheader on 
Dec. 9. Marshall charges he was 
collared as a gambler and thrown 
out of the building while conversing 











A demon on defense, Jack’s also a 


before the game. 


with his father. 
ad 











































War Mobilization 
Head Orders Horse, 





Induction As Manpower 
Shortage Increases 


letics. 


meetings by Jan. 3 so that the man- 


of Defense Transportation and the 
War Production Board. These agen- 
cies would deny the tracks the use 
of manpower for the operation of 
tracks, motor and rail facilities for 
the transportation of horses and 
attendant and critical materials 
needed for the construction and 
maintenance of plants. 


WAR SITUATION 


Byrnes said the present war sit- 
uation demands "the utmost effcrt” 
on the part of the people to sup- 
port the war effort and produce the 
needed materials for the war. He 
added the operation of race tracks 
"is not conducive to this all out ef- 
fort.” 

"Therefore, with the approval of 
the President,” Byrnes said, "I urge 
that the managements of these 
tracks take immediate measures to 
bring their present race meetings to 
a close by Jan. 3, 1945 and to re- 
frain from resuming racing at all 
tracks until war conditions permit.” 

Messages of compliance with 
Byrnes’ "request” were immediately 
forthcoming from racing promoters 
throughout the country. Mayor Fio- 
rello H. LaGuardia of New York, 
longtime advocate of the action 
adopted by Byrnes, greeted the news 
with uncontrolled glee. 

"A Daniel come to judgment,” La- 
Guardia beamed, "I’m for Jimmy 
for President.” 


HARD TO UNDERSTAND 


In a letter to Gen. Hershey, 
Byrnes said it was difff@ult for him 
and for the public to understand 
how men can be physically unfit 
for military service "and yet be able 
to compete with the greatest ath- 
letes in the nation in games de- 
manding physical fitness.” 

Byrnes suggested to Hershey that 
in view of the manpower shortage 
serious consideration should be 
given to "recalling these men into 
the armed services or where they 
have not heretofore been inducted, 
calling them for another physical 
examination.” 

Hershey replied that he would in- 
struct local draft boards immedi- 
ately to review the classification of 
professional athletes. Hershey noted 
that Gen. George C. Marshall, Army 
chief of staff, had issued orders on 
Nov. 29 directing that no promin- 
ent athletes or actors should be re- 
leased from the services without the 
approval of the War Department 
whereas previously the commanding 
officer had the privilege of releas- 
ing men under him. 


Basketball Scores 


Akron 73, Oberlin 54. 
Baldwin-Wallace 75, Case 34. 
Blackland Air Base 63, Baylor 22. 
CCNY 174, Trinity 49. 

DePaul 74, Long Island 47. 

E. Ill. Tchrs. 39, Ind. St. Tchrs. 38. 
Fort Lewis 52, Oregon 38. 

Gallaudet 27. Maryland 26. 

Holy Cross 41, Depauw 35. 

Iowa 63, Notre Dame 46. 

Kansas State 51, Nebraska 46. 
Kentucky 53, Ohio State -48. 
Michigan 38, Wyoming 33. 

Murray C. 54, Moorehead Tchrs. 4. 
Norman Naval 53. Texas Christ. 22. 
Northwestern 68, West. Michigan 54. 
Ottumwa Naval 55, St. Ambrose 47. 
Purcell Naval 44. Texas Christi2en 35. 
Rochester 55, St. Lawrence 29. 
Sampson Naval 43, Cornell 29. 

St. John’s 41. Puerto Rico 35. 
Virginia 37. William and Mary 24. 
Wisconsin 46 Marquette 39. 

Yale 45, Dartmouth 42. 





Dog Tracks Closed 
Professional Athletes Face 


WASHINGTON, Dec. 24 (ANS)—~— 
War Mobilization Director James F. 
Byrnes yesterday cracked down on 
wartime sports by ordering all horse 
and dog tracks in the nation to 
close by Jan. 3 and at the same 
time calling on Selective Service 
director Maj. Gen. Lewis B. Her- 
shey to review the qualifications for 
military service of all men known 
to be engaged in professional ath- 


Byrnes’ order on the race tracks 
was released early in the afternvon 
in the form of a request approved 
by the President calling on all race 
track operators to conclude their 


power, services and transportation 
used in connection with horse and 
dog racing could be diverted to 
channels more useful in the war 
effort. Byrnes’ "request” to track 
operators was in fact an ultimatum 
to close up or face action by the 
War Manpower Commission's Office 
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Universal Training 
Limited To Military 
~ Advocated By Army 


WASHINGTON, Dec. 24 (ANS)— 
The War Department favors strictly 
ritary universal training for 
purely military purposes in con- 
trast with President Roosevelt's 
suggestion of training with educa- 
tional and social aspects, the Asso- 
ciated Press reported today. 

The War Department. it was dis- 
closed, has stated its policy in a 
circular recently distributed to of- 
ficers. The circular endorses such 
training "for one and only one 
reason: that without such a pro- 
gram continued security of our na- 
tional life and institutions can no 
longer be assured.” It adds "there 
will be no place in a sound universal 
militcry training program for ac- 
tivities that are non-essential to 
the task of preparing our young 
men for combat.” 

President Roosevelt, asked last 
month for his ideas on universal 
training, expressed the hope that 
the new Congress would enact a 
compulsory one-year training law. 
Ize said the degree of training would 
be up to legislators. He also com- 
mented that there are lots of things 
a boy could do for his country, and 
there are different ideas on what 
constitutes military training, point- 
ing out that cooking might be mili- 
tary training or might not, and so 
micht carpentry. 

The War Department circular says 
the belief that the only reason for 
universal military training is na- 
tional defense represents "the con- 
sidered and unqualified opinion of 
all the foremost military leaders of 
our nation today.” 

It makes three arguments in sup- 
port: 

"America probabiy will be the 
initial objective of aggressors in any 
next war and ‘he first engagements 
of that war will quite possibly be 
fought in our own homeland. 

"Universal military training is 
absolutely essential in any practi- 
cable plan that can be considered 
adequate to insure the future secur- 
ity of our nation. 

"Universal military training will 
be our preparation for the next 
war.” 


Greatest Air Force 
Hits German Bulge 


LONDON, Dec. 24—The greatest 
force of American heavy bombers 
ever to take to the air—more than 
2,000 Flying Fortresses and Libera- 
tors of the 8th AAF, attacked the 
German bulge in Belgium and Lux- 
embourg today. The heavies were 
escorted by more than 900 fighter 


planes. 
A totalgpf 11,000 tons of bombs 
were dro don German air bases 


and supply lines today. 

This staggering blow by the U. 8S. 
8th AAF is only part of the ter- 
rific Allied aerial attack today. 
Channel observers reported hordes 
of British bombers and fighters 
streaking toward the continent 
even before the Fortresses and 
Liberators had returned home. 

More than 4,000 Allied planes 
were thrown against the German 
counteroffensive battle area and the 
enemy communications system yes- 
terday as almost perfect flying con- 
ditions permitted the employment 
of Allied aerial superiority for the 
first time since the German assault 
began. 

In these attacks, officially de- 
scribed as being “designed to disrupt 
the movement of enemy troops and 
materials where the German offen- 
sive has reached into Belgium and 
Luxembourg, the American heavies 
hit Ehrang, near Trier; Kaiserlau- 
tern: Homburg, 20 miles southwest 
of Kaiserlautern and other rail and 
road centers between Coblenz and 
the Belgian border. 














They Grow Strange 
Animals In Michigan 





DETROIT, Dec. 24 (ANS)—A 

moose-deer shot by William Pat- 
terson, 54-year-old Detroit in- 
ventor, turned out to be a costly 
animal. Charles Rogers, 
OPA hearing officer from Cleve- 
land, expressed considerable in- 
terest in the picture of the half 
deer-half moose yesterday but 
suspended Patterson’s "A” gaso- 
line rationing privileges for a 
year for traveling 1,000 miles on 
the hunting trip on which the 
stvange animal was bagged. 

Patterson said that furlough 

was supplied by four soldiers 
SS ned picked up enroute. 

Asked by Rogers how he knew 
when he started that others would 
fill his tank for him, Patterson 
replied: "I trust in Providence 
and this time He came through.” 

Rogers said he would ask the 
Museum of Natural History in 
Cleveland for information on the 
animal. It had a red top head, 
white chin whiskers, giant moose 
horns, a hybrid face and weighed 
250 pounds 3 


Greek Civil Strife 
May End This Week 


(Continued from page 1) 


the disarmament of those support- 
ers of ELAS. 

"It is ually self-evident that 
this will e place simultaneously 
with that of the supporters of the 
opposite party.” 

The ELAS Central Committee 
stated that disarmament must be 
executed under a Greek Govern- 
ment "of mutual confidence, which 
will be formed,” and that it is "a 
matter of principle that the sur- 
render of arms by Greek citizens 
can be made only to the Greek 
Government.” 

‘Stating that General Scobie’s ref- 
erence to Field Marshal Sir Harold 
R. L. G. Alexander constitutes "in- 
tervention in the internal affairs 
of Greece,” the ELAS reply said: 

"The Greek people are the masters 
of their own country and it is es- 
sential that there should exist a 
Government of a really free and 
independent s-ate.” 

This Government, the statement 
continued, "should rid the state 
machinery as early as possible of all 
those elements which collaborated 
with the enemy, should enforce 
legal sanctions against those shown 
to be unworthy of their country and 
should form a regular national army 
—all volunteer forces, including the 
Mountain Brigade and Sacred Bat- 
talion, being disbanded. 

"It should guide the country, as 

soon as possible, into free elections, 
where the Greek people might make 
manifest what form of government 
they wish.” 
The Caserta Agreement cannot 
excuse, the statement asserted, "the 
bloodstained intervention which the 
British forces have undertaken 
against the Greek people.” 


Bandleader Glenn Miller 
Said Missing In France 


DUARTE, Calif., Dec. 24 (ANS) 
—Maj. Glenn Miller, popular 
peacetime band leader, is reported 
missing in action in France, his 
—e parents announced here to- 

ay. 

Mr. and Mrs. Fred W. Burger said 
that word came by telephone from 
their daughter, Mrs. Miller, who 
called from Tenafly, N. J., where 
she had gone to bring the girl re- 
cently adopted by the Millers to 
California. 

Mrs. Miller said that the band 
leader had been in England for 
some time directing a musicians’ 
group in an armed forces entertain- 
ment program and that he went tc 

















France about two weeks ago. 


Throngs Of Troops 
Hear Pope In Xmas 
Mass Af St. Peter’s 


(Continued from page 1) 


far from Rome gave some of their 
men special passes to visit the city 
so that they — attend Christ- 


mas Mass. Army sent down 
some men the front areas. 
8 ts were made 


every section of town. 

It was a clear, brisk night, with 
the stars gleaming brightly. The 
normally dark streets were light 
enough i¢ the faithful who 
walked to dnd from St. Peter’s to 
find their way easily. 

The Vatican Basilica was opened 
at 10 last night, and crowds from 
all over Rome began to pour into 
the Holy City. By midnight St. 
Peter’s was filled, and crowds 
thronged the Bernini Colonnade 
that runs around Piazza San Pie- 
tro as well as the piazza itself. 

In the vast assemblage within 
the church were high officers of 
the Allied armed services and mem- 
bers of the diplomatic corps and 
the Italian Government. 

The Pope arrived in St. Peter’s 
via the elevator which comes down 
from the Paolina Chapel to the 
Reliquie Chapel where stands the 
Pieta of Michelangelo. His Holi- 
ness descended at 11:30 PM and 
was received by the cardinals and 
by the priests attached to St. 
Peter’s. 

The Pope, wearing the mitre and 
not the tiara, celebrated both low 
Masses at the central altar under 
the enormous bronze canopy de- 
signed by Bernini, the great 17th 
century sculptor. 

The first mass was accompanied 
by hymns sung by a choir made up 
of Allied soldiers. 


Cairo Students Warned 
Against Demonstrating 


CAIRO, Dec. 24 (UP)—Egyptian 
Premier Achmed Maher Pasha 
warned Cairo University students 
today not to participate in further 
demonstrations following outbreaks 
yesterday in different parts of the 
capital. 

Maher declared to the students 
he was perfectly well aware that 
considerable sums of money were 
being spent to spread "wicked 
propaganda,” designed to disturb 
public order for the benefit of a few 
agitators. , 








WEST FRONT 


(Continued from page 1) 








ern flanks of the active front were 
Allied countermeasures taking ef- 
fect, according to the dispatches. 

The German News Agency, DNB. 
said that elements of the U. S. 3rd 
Army were attacking in the south 
near Echternach, and had slowed 
a the Nazi advance in that sec- 

or. 

Capt. Ludwig Sertorious, German 

military commentator, declared 
that British reinforcements from 
Field Marshal Sir Bernard L. Mont- 
gomery’s 21st Army Group had been 
thrown against the northern flank 
of the German offensive south and 
southwest of Aachen. 
Meanwhile, in the Saar Valley, 
8rd Army forces withdrew from 
Endsorf, a suburb of Saarlautern. 
but headquarters’ reports said that 
Saarlautern itself was still being 
held. 

In the Roer River area, German 
troops gained a small amount of 
ground when counterattacks were 
launched near Hoven to the north 





of Duren. 








D’ya Get Your Share 
Of 60,000,000 Lbs.? 





packages which moved through 


the New York Post Office for 
shipment overseas last . The 
1943 total for both and 
NATOUSA was 11,553,420. 





FDR Hopes This’ll 
Be Last War Xmas 


(Continued from page 1) 


= foundations of civilization it- 

"The Christmas t lives to- 
night in the bitter cold the front 
lines in Europe and in the heat of 
jungles and swamps of Burma and 
the Pacific Islands. Even the roar 





sages of Christmas which come to 
the hearts of our fighting men. 
"The thoughts of these men to- 
night will turn to us here at home 
around our Christmas trees sur- 
rounded by our children and grand- 
children and their Christmas stock- 
ings and gifts—just as our own 
thoughts go out to them tonight, 
and every night, in their distant 


laces. 

"We all know how anxious they 
are to be home with us, and they 
know how anxious we are to have 
them —and how determined every 
one of us is to make their day of 
homecoming as early as possible. 
And—above all—they know the de- 
termination of all right thinking 
people and nations that Christmases 
such as those that we have known 
in these years of world tragedy shall 
not come again to beset the souls 
of the children of God. 

"This generation has passed 
through many recent years of deep 
darkness, watching the spread of 
the poison of Hitlerism and Fas- 
cism in Europe—the growth of im- 
perialism and militarism in Japan 
—the final .ash of war all over the 
world. Then came the dark days of 
the fall of France and the ruthless 
bombing of England and the des- 
perate battle of the Atlantic and 
of Pearl Harbor and Corregidor and 
Singapore. 

"Since then the prayers of good 
men and women and children the 
world over have been answered. The 
tide of battle has turned, slowly 
but inexorably against those who 
sought to destroy civilization. 

"Ont this Christmas Day we can- 
not yet say when our victory will 
come. Our enemies still fight fan- 
atically. They will have reserves 
of men and military power. But 


their evil works are doomed. We 
may hasten the day of that doom 
it we here at home continue to do 
our full share. 

"We pray that that day may come 
soon. We pray that until then God 
will protect our gallant men and 
women in the uniforms of the 
United Nations—that He will re- 
ceive into his infinite grace those 
who make their supreme sacrifice 
in the cause of righteousness and 
love of Him and His teachings. 

"We pray that with victory will 
come a new day of peace on earth 
in which all the nations of the 
earth will join together for all time. 
That is the spirit of Christmas, the 
Holy Day. May that spirit live and 





grow throughout the world in all 
the years to come.” 





LI'L ABNER 


(Courtesy of United Features, distributed thru CNS) 


By AL CAPP 
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they themselves know that they and Bala: 


8th Army Captures 
Town Of Merlaschio: 
5th In Local Gains 


To the northwest, Canadian 
troops, poised along the east bank 
the Senio in the area of Fusig- 
nano, fanned out along the river 
and reached the German-held 
Rossetta, three miles north. 
Pusignano. 

United Kingdom troops continued 
to mop up German rearguards 
northwest of Bagnacavallo, while 
other 8th Army columns were grad- 
ually squeezing the Germans out of 
their salient north and northeast of 
Faenza. ; 

At the confluence of the Senio 
and Sintria rivers, Polish fighting 
patrols crossed the Senio three and 
a half miles sowth of Highway 9 
and contacted the enemy on the far 
bank in the area of Cuffiano. 
the southwest, other 8th 
Army units occupied M. Della Volpe, 
seven miles south of the Highway 
9 junction of Imola, and pushed 
half a mile to the north t take 

Tondo. 


M. " 

On the 5th Army front, local ad- 
vances were made along the right 
flank of the line, as Indian troops 
occupied Compiuno, two miles south 
of , where enemy resist- 
ance has stiffened considerably. 

In the central sector, American 
troops repulsed a small attack on 
the newly-won positions east of M. 
Belmonte. Patrolling on both sides 
of the line was very aggressive dur- 
ing the day, with a number of spor- 
adic clashes and brisk firefights 
taking place in. the high ground 
south of Bologna. 


Soviets Break Line 
Protecting Budapest 


(Continued from page 1) 


Ernst von Hammer said today over 
the Berlin radio that the battle 
"has reached its climax. After the 
Russians had thrown in their tank 
reserves on both sides of Valenczei 
Lake they succeeded in breaking the 
German line at several points.” 

The Russians claimed that 107 
German tanks had been destroyed 
during the day’s fighting and 59 
planes shot down. i 

The gap between the two lakes is 
one of three stretching southwest 
from Budapest to the Drava River 
which the enemy has fortified 
strongly and whereon he has massed 
most of his armor, artillery and in- 
fantry in order to stabilize the front 
and prevent a rear attack upon the 
Hungarian capital. 

The Russians are now trying to 
force the 20-mile gap between Lakes 
ton and Valenczei after their 
initial attempts to break through 
between Valenczei and Budapest 
along the 32-mile railroad embank- 
ment where the Germans estab- 
lished their main line of defenses. 

The present attack thus consti- 
tutes the second offensive operation 
against the enemy’s right flank. 

The rupture of the Szekesfehervar 
position will enable the Russians 
to get into the rear of the Valenczei- 
Budapest railroad embankment line 
and encircle the capital. 


FDR, Truman Will Wear 
Plain Suits To Inaugural 
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WASHINGTON, Dec. 24 (ANS)— 
President Roosevelt and Vice Presi- 
dent-Elect Harry S. Truman have 
decided they will wear ordinary 
business suits at the White Hous? 
back-porch inaugural on Jan. 20. 

Truman told reporters that Mr. 
Roosevelt and he had agreed that 
formal attire will be out so far aS 
they are concerned when they take 
their oaths in the abbreviated c¢re- 
mony. 

Mr. Roosevelt has planned only 4 
five-minute talk instead of the cus- 
tomary inaugural address. The 
President expressed a desire to have 
the 48 Governors at the ceremony 
and New York’s Governor Thomas 
E. Dewey and his 47 colleagues were 
placed on the invitation list promp- 
tly, so now it’s up to Dewey 
whether he will see inside of 1 





Pennsylvania Avenue. 
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